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That life is complicated may seem a banal expression of the obvious,
but it is nonetheless a profound theoretical statement—perhaps  the
most important theoretical statement of our time. Yet despite the best
intentions of sociologists and other social analysts, this theoretical
statement has not been grasped in its widest significance. There are at
least two dimensions to such a theoretical statement. The first is that |
the power relations that characterize any historically embedded society |
are never as transparently clear as the names we give to them imply.
Power can be invisible, it can be fantastic, it can be dull and routine. It
can be obvious, it can reach you by the baton of the police, it can speak
the language of your thoughts and desires. It can feel like remote con-
trol, it can exhilarate like liberation, it can travel through time, and it
can drown you in the present. It s dense and superficial, it can cause
bodily injury, and it can harm you without seeming ever to touch you.
It is systematic and it is particularistic and it is often both at the same
time. It causes dreams to live and dreams tO die. We can and must call it
by recognizable names, but so too we need to remember that power ar-
rives in forms that can range from blatant white supremacy and state
terror to “furniture without memories.”

One day, the students in my undergraduate course on American cul-

t9re and I made a thorough list of every possible explanation Toni Mor- |
rison gives in The Bluest Eye (1970) for why dreams die. These ranged |
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