LTEN 149: Final Exam Fall 2019
Please answer these questions and send them as an attachment to: LTEN149@medievallit.org by December 11, 2019 at 5:59 pm. Essays not submitted by this deadline will not be accepted. Please be sure to put your full name in your email header, in your file name and at the top of the first page of the essay.  You will receive an e-receipt for your submission. 

If on-line submission in any way creates a hardship for you, please let me know by our last class and we will make arrangements accordingly. Please send your essay as an attachment in Word or as a pdf--if you have questions about other formats, please just ask.

Essays should be no longer than 1000 words.  MS Word has a function to measure document length.  Go to File—Properties and then Statistics to get your count.  Please double space.  Please use Word or a pdf file—not Google docs or other formats.  
Please answer both questions 1 and 2 below.  Please combine them in single document. 
1. In this course we have examined the way that representations of “the Jew” have changed over time through English literature.  For this essay consider how these representations have changed through time.  
Pick THREE texts, the first from the medieval period (“Prioress’s Tale” or Croxton), the second from the early modern period (Jew of Malta or Merchant of Venice) and the third from one of the assigned T.S. Eliot poems, to discuss the continuities and differences between the figures of the Jew in each text.  
How has the figure of the Jew changed or stayed the same over time? Your essay will discuss these continuities and differences through an interpretive thesis that uses your observations to make an argument about the figure of “the Jew” over time.
2. James Shapiro has stated that the “English turned to Jewish questions in order to answer English ones” (Shakespeare and the Jews, Columbia UP, 1996, 1).  How does this assertion apply to Harrington and Trilby?  What question does each novel pose about Englishness and how does the novel use the figure of the Jew to answer this question. 
What I am looking for:  I want to challenge you to write about the texts we have read in concise prose, arguing a specific thesis.  The essays should demonstrate your viewpoint and your knowledge of the course reading and concepts.  You won’t be able to incorporate all of what we’ve read, so select textual moments that you see as the most important.  To save space, if you wish, limit your quotes, you may reference lines without long extended citations, but do give me enough info that I can look at the quote, still mentioning key points and discussing textual elements in enough detail that the discussion is concrete. 

You are welcome to use any and all of your notes from class and to discuss these questions with each other—in fact talking to each other about these issues would likely benefit you, although the final product must be your own work. I would encourage you not to look at any new secondary sources in print or online so you can spend time thinking rather than citing.  I expect you’ll spend quite a bit of time thinking about the question you choose and some time outlining or making notes, but I know you have other exams and I’m expecting that you will write the essays in about 3-4 hours just as you would for an in-class final. Do use your spell check function and read aloud once to fix errors.  I’ll be reading fast and lots of errors will distract me from your argument and could end up hurting your grade. 

