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MEMORY, CREATION, AND
WRITINC

TONI ]\,{ORRISOI(

I t  i :  r , i l  e ni lugl . r  lbr  u $rrrk of 'ar t  t t l  harc t t r r ie red plancs and l int- 's .  I f  a stonc is tossed t t

Jrr , , . t l l  , r i  th i l t l ren. lhr ' rhestcr t1(, \e: l t l ( ' r .  \ lcE.r t ruping. i ln i l r ' I1{) l -1.  l tasht ' t 'n: lcL() l ' l l -

p l i . l rcr l .  I  h is rs cornp()s i t io i l ,  i  h is rcgrouping,.  presentcd h1 rncans t t t 'colr t r .  I incs.  and

plarr i t .  is  an urt ist ic atrd pai l t ter l "  mot i l ' .
Edvard Munch

I  l ike that c luotal i (n.  as I  do manr of the rcmarks painters make about
lhci| $ ()rk. tlr-Cause it clarifies firr rne an aspect Of creatiotl that engages me aS
a.r l i l r : r ' .  11 suggr:sts how that inter ior pan () f  the gro\\ th of a wri ter ( the part

rhrt iq Lrrrth separate and indistirrguishable fiom crafi) is connected not onl1.
l0: ,r jntc purcl ! .  local and lr lcal izci l  scts of s i inrul i  but alsr l  to nlcnl()r \ :1hf /
plrrutcr cal l  copv or reinterpret the slone - i ts l ines. planes, or curves -  hrut I
t l i ; . i r . rrrc ihal  caLlscs srr t l lethi l lg io l tappr- 'n i , lnt( lng ehi ldrcn l re ntust rc- l
nlcrr ibt-r .  hecaust i t  is donc and gonc..As he si ts trcfore his skctchbook h-c'
rc,.lJilicrs hoq' the see ne l()ok{iA. ftut mosl i6Otlr,antl1'he rcmembers the
:1r, . ' t ' i t rc nr i l ieu thal  acconrpanic.s thc scenc. Along rvi th the st t lne ant l  the
(( : i r { ' r r i l  chi l t l r t :n is ln ent i re gr ls\ i ' l r f  f 'ecl ing rnd impression :  th, :  nrol inn
au{. i  . ( )ntenl ol ' rvhich ma\ '  sceln arbi l rarr ' .  even incclherent.  at  hrst .

il i:cairsc so m ur:h in publrc and sch olarlr lif 'e forbids us lcl take scriousll thcr
nr i l rcu of bur ic-d sl imul i .  i t  is of icn e.\ l remelv hard 1o scck out both the
si inrulus and i ts galax) and 1o recogniz-c their  value vvhen t l tev arr i r t .  Mcm- |
rur i  is f i r r  nte ahval-s l iesh. in spi tc ol ' thc thct that the obtect being rcmt' t r t - l
L*rtJ is done and past.

\' lcrnorl (the delitre rate ac t ol'retnent bering ) is a lbrnt o{'r,, ' i l lcd creation. l1
js not an ef i i l r t  to l ind out thc u' ;n i t  real l l  \Yas- that is rcscarch. I 'he pt l rnl  ts
1r i  i j11' .11 r)n thc uar i t  a1' : ; rcarcd 31d ivhr i t  a;rpearct l  in that paf l icul i i r  uar,

I 'nct l  knc* a \ \ ' ( )nrAn nanrcd l" l i rnrtah Pcitr 'e-.  I  sal  / t l r i ' r r '  hut nothir lg
e,. :uid bc less accut 'a1c. I  u, ;rs pe l 'ha1ts l i rur r  ears tr ld rrhcn sl t t  i ras t t t  t l tc l i )n l t
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